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matters were not quite so bad. Ludwig clutched at every
straw.

Then came the day when he received the news that Lola Montez
had died in New York on I7th January, 1861. The King had long
since torn this unhappy woman from his heart. All the others who
had once given him happy hours he did not forget. Years later
he was mindful of them, showered favours on them, and remained
loyal in his gratitude. But it was quite different with Lola Montez.
He did not wish to hear anything more of her although he still
supported her financially; he never spoke of her, and she remained
the bitterest and most terrible disappointment of his life.
Now a friend wrote to him that long before her death the dancer
had repented. That I would never have suspected/ was King
Ludwig's opinion; 'but that she always mentioned me "with
regard" is confirmed by this letter... /1 But the King's condition
of mind did not let him brood much over the death of the woman
who had caused his downfall. The charming picture of the youthful
Carlotta, who had been torn from him forcibly, was all too vividly
before him. Deep down in some corner of his heart a spark of
hope still glowed. Ludwig was unhappy that Mathilde had not
fallen in with his wishes and written to tell him what Carlotta
said about him. 'Do answer my question. What a pity, what a pity
that slander poured its poison over her and me! How happy and
harmless the end of my life could have been in innocent friendship
with her. It sometimes seems to rne as if my separation from her
could not be real/2

When he had finished the letter, King Ludwig felt cold and had
pains in his joints; he had to lie down on the sofa and whilst he
lay there dreaming he thought of a verse to Carlotta. Hardly had
he written it down when every trace of pain vanished as if by
magic. 'Give her this poem, Mathilde. Tell her the circumstances
under which it was written and how I always think of her and that
she is ever present in my mind/

Ludwig was invited to stay with his sister in the Weilburg in
Baden, near Vienna. Shortly before starting, he added a codicil
to his will leaving Carlotta a considerable sum of money. Ludwig
sent her a message to say that it was mentioned in the will that
she had won his esteem but there was no mention of the word love.3
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